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ured on tha basls of the rates per hour,
The bollermakers, for example, would
have gidned & 28 per cent. Ineroase In
reul wages on the basls of rates per
hour, while In fact the real wiges of
this craft fell ) 3-10 per cent. This
one Instance should bs sutfclent to
warn the reader agalnst placing any
credence In the use of baslo rutes to
mensure the rise In real wages, The
machiniste gained a 44 per ecent In-
erease In real wages, while the rats
basls would have shown 22 8-10 per
egent. increass In real wages The
error in the case of the helpers Is not
80 extreme, since many of this oraft
have throughout the periud been paid
on time rate basis. The chart shows
alxo that plece work miy be quite as
advantageous to the worker as (t is to
the management. With the boller-
makers (n 1917 the advantage was a
20 per cent Incresss in -earnings.
The "K' Tallrosd, It might ba added,
i one of the best manuged and In gen-
eral the most successtul raliroad In Lthe
castern district,

“As provided by Congress, the Pras-

| he writes, “is apparent,

“rafllroad tolegraph,
common labor.” kept nbove the basic
line which marks the baginning of
renl wages with the exception of the
boller makers, who came out one-tenth
of o per cent. bolow it, On the basls
of these flgures Mr. Blakey aligned
Himsel! on the slde of the brother-
hoods,

shop craft and

“The effect of the elght hour law,"”
While it In-
croased the earnings in 1917—on the
basls of the number of hours worked
—in all of the frelght brotherhoods,
as It was supposed 1o do, it raised
the earnings of the Tasiewu pusswn-
ger firemen and all of the passenger
conductors as well. In only two par-
tioulars, however, were these increnses
In earnings sufficlent to keep pace with
the rise In the cost of living In 1017—
the road freight engineers and tha fire-
men In the Wastorn distriet—and in
no cass did the Increases compensate
for what was lost in 1918, for in 1917
real wages had fallsn for all the
brotherhioods, With only two excep-
tlons, thy Western passenger engl-
neers and firemen, hud the earnings
In 1816 rlsen ns fast as the cost of lv-
ing. It would appear then tnhat the
politiclana gre, after all no more ac-
curaie prophets ln raliroad affairs than
they are in the other departments of

Ment mppolnted & commision with
Gen. George W, Go 'thals as chitronan, |

|

economio life. It ia the
wholé country ML‘?&:" fllled

the terrors of the arid

tlons of Lthe Southwestern Btates and
northern Mexico, Is not really, 1t
seems, the tarantula of history and
of Table.

An eminent authority In such mat-
ters, In remarking that the tarantula
ia a spider, suys of that terrifying
croature that It is tha Lycosa Tarans
tula, u specles of spider found In some
of tha warmer parts of Iialy and
Epaln. When full grown it {a about
the size of 0 chestnut and of a prown
calor, Its bite wae Aol one timae nup-
posed to bo dangercous and to Induce
a kind of “dancing disease™ but now
it 13 known not to beée worse than tha
gting of a common Wasp.

It s an old fable, extending to
remotest thmes, that the bife of this
splder would produce epllepsy or a
strange danclng mania In its victims
and that this epllepsy or madnoss
could be relleved only by a partioular
KkKind of muslc. The tarantuln of Italy
and Bpaln—and it is found In those
countries to-day—has hafry legs with
bluck markings on them.

It Is very likely that when the early
Apanish explorers came upon the great
jfider of the Bouthwost, and sesing
g good deal of ressmblance to the
tarantula of the Old World, those ex-
plorers, not being sntomologists, called
the new ppider a tarantuls. And the

por=-

Spadn and Italy, anrd in color, disposi-
tion and the feature of hairy legs a
layman might easily mistuke him for
the tarantula. But perhaps there s
not mueh in 4 name so0 far as spiders
g0, and it 13 just as well to aveld If
possible that patticular spider which
€0 many Amerieans call the tarantula,
though 1t 1s guite certaln that the
meanness of its disposition has bheen
exaggerated,

Another authority, who has for years
mnde Intlmate studles of splders, says
that when undisturbed spllers nover
bite anything except Inmects useful as
thelr food, but that when nttacked or
cormerad all specles open their jaws
&nd bits If they can, depending on the
flze and strength of their jaws The
storlea of death, insanity and lama-
ness from the bites of splders are
probably untrue.

The specles of splder are dlMoult of
enumeration. Tha spldera of North
America have boen studied by Hentz,
Emerton, Keyserling and Thorell, and
no doubt by a number of other men
who have specialized in insects, and It
Is estimated that thore are 800 spocies
In North America. The sp'der has
heart, liver, stomach, Intestines,
thorax, lurngs and several other in-
teresting organs, as, for exampls, the
spinning glands and spinnerets.

It is recorded thaj & wood many ex-
perimants have bean made te throw

|

actually allowed wvarlous specles of
spiders to bite his hand, Some aof
theso drew blood, giving a sensatlion
lke that of a sharp needls prick. The
wounds smarted and swelled somowhat
and itched when rubbed, producing
very much the sensation of mosquito
hites, but no permmnnent |11 offects fol-
lowed.

The Myzgale Is ans of the hest known
of the large and heavy spidera. It is
# native of tropleal and sub-troploal
America. It 15 sald that it catehes and
kills small birds with its polsonous bite
and then sucks the blood of it= victims,
The body of this spider 1= dend black
and 1s covered with long reddiah-
brown hair. Tt possesses alght eyas,
placed close together In the front of
its head. *

The sclentific names of that Amsrican
spider called the tarantuln ls ctenlzi
Californica and 1t is one of the trap-
door spiders. It Is eommon In New
Mexico, Arizona and Callfornln. Ac-
eording to Kiogsley, this splder digs
Its hole In a fine soil which when dry
i= nearly ns hard as brick., Thes
splder holea are sometimes nearly an
Inch In dlameter and vary in depth
from two or thres irches to nearly a
foot, The mouth of the hole Is en-
larged &nd then closed by a thick
cover whioh fits it tightly, That cover
fits tnto ths mouth of tha hals very
much a8 & S0r'l doss tn the oeck of &
battin,

Board was to try to muadntalny gninter
rupted trafMe In a distriet where the
labor pollcy followed by the associntion
and the principles belloved in by or-
ganlzed sewmen of the lakes have been
so diametrically oppored that a penoo-
able adjustment of 1abor tssues had at
many tmes scemed out of the

fu
ture of & more i I
with its employoes.

“This survey shows thant the war
has not benefited unduly all transpor-
tation workera The organized trades
~the rallroad brotherhoods, the offi-
cers and enginoors on thoe wessels and
the Western seamen, with ths single
sxception of the rallway talegraphers
—have carried the burdan of the war
through a declining real wage, The
onekilled workers and those trades
unorganized in 1914, on the other hana,
are enjoyving to-day a new standard of

al 1

Hving made possible by the rlea 1t
real wages. Of this chanpge thes

conscious nd the o it o ha
gone forward rapldly 1 o worlier
propose 1o Liold the advantage thesy
have galned through the war. To a

survey of A secord group of industyles
producing consumabla goods
wes now turn.”

Taking up suoch Industrles as refer
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tlon. TFor many years the hasic ey

of the association was ndherence to|w
the open shop.. The nssaclation. ft| wue
would seem, will learn fr v wir |
experience the ndvan (]
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the functionsa af worl
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The survey wi
in next Sunday’s
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industs el
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commercial ¥
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